Elmer Borough Land Use Board

Minutes of Board Meeting

Wednesday, March 2nd, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Elmer Borough Land Use Board was held on Wednesday, March 2nd, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.  

Secretary Dawn Williams read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement.

Present at the meeting were Blinn Bostwick, Chairman José Cardona, Jay DuBois, Denny Hardman, Linda Herrmann, Scott McDonald, Lewis Reed, Vice-chairman Robert Richards, Councilman Steven Schalick, Mayor Joseph Stemberger (arrived 7:35), and Secretary Dawn Williams.  Fred Davis and Leigh Bostwick were absent.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. was also present.  
Lew Reed declared a conflict of interest with Subdivision Application #11-1. Lew Reed will abstain from voting on that application.  
Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. administered the Oath of Allegiance to Class 4 – Alternate No. 1 Board Member Denny Hardman.

Vice-chairman Robert Richards motioned and Blinn Bostwick seconded to adopt the Board Minutes from February 2nd, 2011 as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. introduced Minor Subdivision and Variance Application #11-1.  Attorney Katie Coleman offered testimony on behalf of her client Kathleen Laury.  Applicant Kathleen Laury was sworn in by Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr.  Kathleen Laury offered testimony.  Chairman José Cardona questioned the easement of the existing well on the proposed new lot.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. suggested to the applicant’s attorney to include the well easement in the deed.  Blinn Bostwick motioned and Vice-chairman Robert Richards seconded to approve the application contingent upon the conditions listed in the Engineer’s Review Letter dated February 28th, 2011.  Lew Reed abstained from the vote.  The motion carried.
Secretary Dawn Williams reviewed the “rebuild letter” for 126 North Main Street.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. further explained the reasons for not issuing a “rebuild letter” for any future board approval.  Marty Hancock, Giacomo Reggente, and Don Morgan appealed to the Board for a “rebuild letter.”  The Board will not issue a letter.  No action was taken.

Secretary Dawn Williams summarized a potential application on behalf of the owner who was not present.  A small business owner would like to open a tattoo parlor in Elmer.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. advised that the potential applicant should gather information from the Department of Health.  Chairman José Cardona advised that the potential applicant file a “change of use” or Site Plan Waiver Application.  Secretary Dawn Williams will reach out to the potential applicant with the advice of the Board.  No action was taken.

Clay Rager from Rager Energy Consulting appeared before the Board to ask about the process of installing solar panels at the SuperValue (IGA) store on Front Street.  No action was taken.
Secretary Dawn Williams introduced an upcoming application on behalf of Kathleen Laury.  Kathleen Laury wishes to install solar panels at her home (400 Salem Street.)  The Board agreed that solar panels should be considered an “accessory use” and follow setback guidelines from the Land Use Ordinance.  No action was taken.

Mayor Joseph Stemberger shared that Dodges Market does not offer a handicap parking stall.  The Mayor will follow up with Housing Officer Mike Kulig to see if Dodges Market needs to provide a handicap parking stall.  No action was taken.
Mayor Joseph Stemberger shared that a potential buyer was interested in converting the old “Agway” building back to an industrial use.  The property is already in an industrial zone, so no changes would be needed.  No action was taken.

The next Land Use Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 6th, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.


At 8:30 p.m. Vice-chairman Robert Richards motioned and Linda Herrmann seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.  
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn M. Williams

Land Use Board Secretary

