Elmer Borough Land Use Board

Minutes of Board Meeting

Wednesday, April 6th, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Elmer Borough Land Use Board was held on Wednesday, April 6th, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.  

Secretary Dawn Williams read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement.

Present at the meeting were Blinn Bostwick, Leigh Bostwick, Jay DuBois, Fred Davis, Denny Hardman, Linda Herrmann, Lewis Reed, Vice-chairman Robert Richards, Mayor Joseph Stemberger, and Secretary Dawn Williams.  Chairman José Cardona, Scott McDonald, and Councilman Steven Schalick were absent.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. was present.  Zoning Officer John Leech was also present.
Lew Reed declared a conflict of interest with Resolution #11-1 (Subdivision Application #11-1). Lew Reed will abstain from voting on that resolution.  
Denny Hardman motioned and Jay DuBois seconded to adopt the Board Minutes from March 2nd, 2011 as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
Secretary Dawn Williams motioned and Jay DuBois seconded to approve Resolution #11-1 to memorialize Minor Subdivision and Variance Application #11-1 on behalf of Applicant Kathleen Laury.  Lewis Reed abstained from the vote.  The motion carried.

Informal Applicant Joyce McLaughlin (404 Broad Street) asked the Board whether her garage addition would need variance approval, as the existing and proposed addition would fall within the rear yard setback.  It was decided that since the addition would fall no closer to the rear yard property line than the existing garage, no variance would be required.  No action was taken.

The property belonging to Walter Voeckler (38 Park Avenue) was discussed.  It was decided that in order to keep the existing property in its current state, a use variance and certificate of non-conformance would need to be issued.  Secretary Dawn Williams will provide Walter Voeckler with the necessary information to apply to the Board for a use variance and certificate of non-conformance.  No action was taken.
Vice-chairman Robert Richards commented on a potential tattoo parlor that may have been discouraged with the prospect of moving into town.  After last month’s informal discussion, Secretary Dawn Williams advised the owners of the tattoo parlor to apply for a site plan waiver with variances.  The owners of the tattoo parlor have not moved forward in their endeavor.  Vice-chairman Robert Richards suggested that the Board devise a more streamline method of welcoming new businesses in town, without requiring formal applications.  No action was taken.

The next Land Use Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 4th, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.


At 8:35 p.m. Denny Hardman motioned and Jay DuBois seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.  
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn M. Williams

Land Use Board Secretary

