Elmer Borough Land Use Board

Minutes of Board Meeting

Wednesday, July 6th, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Elmer Borough Land Use Board was held on Wednesday, July 6th, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.  

Secretary Dawn Williams read the Open Public Meetings Act Statement.

Present at the meeting were Blinn Bostwick, Leigh Bostwick, Chairman José Cardona, Jay DuBois, Fred Davis, Linda Herrmann, Scott McDonald, Lewis Reed, Vice-chairman Robert Richards, Councilman Steven Schalick, and Secretary Dawn Williams.  Denny Hardman and Mayor Joseph Stemberger were absent.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller Jr. and Zoning Officer John Leech were also present.
Vice-chairman Robert Richards motioned and Lewis Reed seconded to adopt the Board Minutes from June 1st, 2011 as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.  

Chairman José Cardona offered an overview of Resolution #11-2 (Certificate of Non Conformity) on behalf of applicant Walter Voeckler (36 Park Avenue).  Zoning Officer John Leech reported that on June 28th there were 2 buses, 23 various vehicles, 1 farm tractor, and a lot of miscellaneous items (oil drums, air compressors, tires…) on the property.  Chairman José Cardona explained the deadlines outlined in the resolution (removal of half of vehicles by October 2011, then removal of all vehicles by December 31st, 2011).  Applicant Walter Voeckler agreed to work on clearing his property in order to comply with the resolution and land use law.  Chairman José Cardona motioned and Fred Davis seconded to approve the adoption of Resolution #11-2 as presented.  The motion was unanimously carried.  Chairman José Cardona requested that Zoning Officer John Leech inspect the property prior to the August Land Use Board Meeting so the Board can keep track of Walter Voeckler’s progress.

Informal Applicant Don Nutt updated the Board on his property (116 Park Avenue).  Mr. Nutt wishes to keep the two existing sea containers and the existing 12’ X 12’ shed on his property.  Solicitor Kenneth Miller explained the necessary criteria for variance approval.  Don Nutt questioned “why now” with regard to the non-conforming uses on his property.  Zoning Officer John Leech answered that the Land Use Ordinances date back several years, some decades.  Chairman José Cardona explained the process by which Don Nutt’s property needs to be cleared, including the removal of the illegal sea containers.  The Board invited Don Nutt to consider how much time would be needed to empty and remove the containers and shed so as to clear the property to conform to standards set forth in the Land Use Ordinance.  The Board will meet with Mr. Nutt in August to formulate a fair and reasonable time schedule.  No action was taken.

Informal Applicant Warren Collins (105 Broad Street) summarized his 2003 Land Use Board approval for a Bed and Breakfast.  Warren Collins is now prepared to begin renovating his residence.  No external changes are proposed, just interior changes.  He is currently in the process of applying for building permits.  Chairman José Cardona reminded Warren Collins to adhere to all of the details of his 2003 Resolution #03-3. Warren Collins should not need any further approvals.  No action was taken.  Warren Collins commented on the two prior applicants (Voeckler and Nutt) and encouraged the Board to continue to “clean up” the neighborhood.

After all of the public had exited, the Board reviewed the issues that had taken place during the meeting.  Discussion of Walter Voeckler’s fence, Don Nutt’s sea containers, and Zoning Officer John Leech’s inventory of the Voeckler property were a few topics.  No action was taken.


Linda Herrmann asked about the “Secret Garden” property located on Park Avenue.  The property is over grown and un-kept.  Councilman Steven Schalick commented that the property is currently in foreclosure.  No action was taken.
The next Land Use Board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 3rd, 2011, at 7:30 p.m. in the Elmer Borough Hall.


At 8:30 p.m. Vice-chairman Robert Richards motioned and Blinn Bostwick seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion was unanimously carried.  
Respectfully submitted,
Dawn M. Williams

Land Use Board Secretary

